
Headgate Theatre Productions is holding open sessions in December and January to 
cast and crew Mosquitoes, running in the week of 12-18 June 2022.

for MOSQUITOES by Lucy Kirkwood

AUDITIONS
Tues 14 Dec at 7pm & Sat 8 Jan at 6.30pm
Headgate Theatre Rehearsal Room

Terrific opportunities for actors and crew in 
this production. There’s huge scope for 
imagination both emotionally and technically. 
I can guarantee a roller-coaster ride with this 
one that will challenge and thrill anyone who 
comes near it.

Four thundering roles for women and three 
passionate male characters, ages sixteen to 
late seventies. For anyone who wants to 
enjoy the experience of performing but not 
necessarily in a lead role, there are also some 
excellent supporting characters.

Mosquitoes presents a dazzling display of 
sibling rivalry and love which, while agonising 
to witness at times, is frequently very funny. 
It's a play of breath-taking depth, in one 
moment wrestling with the bigger questions -
the role of science, its impact on humanity -
and in the next moment hurling around the 
family's dirty laundry to find tenderness 
amongst the chaos. The drama is both 
realistic-domestic and highly surreal. 

To note: There are a couple of scenes of a 
sexual nature and some strong language.

Synopsis. Two sisters aged late thirties/early 
forties try to cope with their complex 
relationship against the backdrop of the 
world-famous scientific programme to find 
the particle that explains the creation of the 
universe. One sister is a particle physicist in 
Geneva, the other lives in Luton. Their 
mother, a scientist robbed of recognition, 
provides the catalyst for a family implosion 
that threatens to consume everyone within 
its energy field.

Mosquitoes was first performed at the 
National Theatre in 2017, achieving four and 
five star reviews.

I would love to see you at one of these open 
sessions. I promise you some theatre 
workshop fun, and you could land a dream 
role, the highlight of your 2022!

Technical and production talents, why not 
come along to our taster production meeting 
at the Headgate Theatre at 7pm on Tuesday 
11 January 2022?

Email me or call me if you want to know 
more.
Wendy Smith
Director, Mosquitoes
07748 116416 wsmitty@btinternet.com

PRODUCTION TASTER SESSION
Tues 11 Jan at 7pm – Invitation to all interested crew
The Headgate Theatre



The characters
The Bosun

Written as male, but could be performed by anyone. Part 
scientific, part magical narrator. Yours to invent!

Alice
Late thirties/early forties, single mother and particle physicist. 
Appears on the surface to be the “sensible” sister.

Jenny

Late thirties/early forties. Bright but misguided. Highly strung 
and volatile, recovering from tragedy.

Luke

Alice’s teenage son. Clever, but struggling to find his way. 
Misunderstood by others.
Natalie

Luke’s teenage friend. Charming, fun and challenging.
Karen

In her 70s. Mother to Alice and Jenny, grandmother to Luke. 
Slightly eccentric, battling with her age.

Henri

Alice’s partner. Could be any age between 25 and 50. French-
speaking Swiss scientist. Very likeable.

Various supporting roles - Scientists / Journalists / Police 

The above list is just a guide and ages are “playing ages”. We 
welcome all actors from diverse backgrounds.

Mosquitoes is an amateur production by permission of Nick 
Hern Books. No payment will be made to actors.

The audition process
The aim of our auditions is to find talented and exciting people 
who are ready to dive in and experiment with their 
performance skills. Expect a two-hour workshop style session 
with fun tasks and improvisation for individuals and groups. 
Don’t be alarmed! One very important objective is to make it 
enjoyable!

We won’t be reading from the play, but feel free to get hold of 
a copy and see what you think. 
You can choose which date to turn up. No need to come to 
both sessions.

Rehearsals

Rehearsals start in March and will be mainly on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings and Sunday afternoons at The Headgate 
Theatre, Chapel Street North, Colchester.



Production creatives

This is going to be exciting, a real team production, and frankly, the 
more the merrier! We are looking for lighting and sound designers 
and operators, production assistants, production designers and set 
builders, character stylists, wardrobe assistants and wizards with 
props.

We are keen to hear from installation artists and anyone who can 
assist or just wants to assist with special lighting and effects.

Our story takes our audience from an ordinary home in Luton, to an 
apartment in Geneva, to the control room of the Large Hadron 
Collider, and through the Higgs field to the edge of the universe.

Whether you are interested in this technical journey, or just looking to 
enjoy doing something with a group of lovely people, come along on 
11 January to hear more about the production and get on board!

Useful background

• To read about Mosquitoes at the National Theatre -
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/mosquitoes

• To find out more about what the universe is made of and more 
about the Hadron Collider - https://home.cern/

• To find out all about The Headgate Theatre -
https://www.headgatetheatre.co.uk/

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/shows/mosquitoes
https://home.cern/
https://www.headgatetheatre.co.uk/

